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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN A NATIONAL SECTION
OR AS AN INDIVIDUAL MEMBER
Important:
Please study the following information on the application procedure and on how to complete the application form, and send the completed and signed form to the Secretary General of the Federation.

1| 
Admission is restricted to individuals in private practice rendering services in an independent and predominantly habitual and remunerated manner, either individually or through a firm with which the practitioner is associated, exclusively to the general public for advising, assisting or representing clients with a view to obtaining or maintaining or defending IP rights (copyright alone will not qualify).  An admitted applicant from a country in which there is a National Section, will automatically become a member thereof.  An applicant from a country in which there is a National Association adhering to FICPI, or from the USA, cannot apply direct to FICPI, but must apply for membership by addressing herself or himself to the relevant group.

2| 
Based on inquiries within FICPI, it is the task of the Admission Commission of FICPI to form an opinion on the honourable character, morality and professional ability of each applicant. A minimum of five years as an IP practitioner within the latest ten years is normally required of applicants, since it will otherwise hardly be possible for the applicant to prove an international reputation for ability, honourable character and compliance with recognized ethical standards of IP practitioners. However, three years will suffice if the applicant has a qualification by examination to entitle the practitioner to practise before an authority granting IP rights valid in the country of practice.

3| 
Members representing clients in patent matters should have an education in Engineering or Science, but a Law Degree or another academic qualification may suffice provided the country’s system of protecting inventions is such that only few patent representatives in that country have an engineering background. The assessment thereof may require additional information on the IP system in the applicant’s country and on the structure of the profession in that country, including the educational standard commonly fulfilled by representatives in private practice. If you are able to give such information, please do so in the space provided for answering question number 20 of the Questionnaire.

4| 
The applicant should name at least two to five FICPI members as references. Preferably, the references should be FICPI members from different countries or regions having their own IP office, and other than the Applicant’s country, and should be practising in industrialized areas in which the majority of the FICPI members practise, such as Europe, North America, Japan and Australia. Please do not enclose any letters of recommendation, as the Admission Commission will anyway have to write to the referees named. The names and addresses of members of FICPI may be found on the FICPI website:


http://www.ficpi.org/memberlistframe.html
5| 
After a formal examination of the application, the Admission Commission of FICPI will invite all National Associations and Sections of FICPI, all individual members in the applicant’s country, the references, and any other person believed to be able to provide relevant information, to comment on the application. The Admission Commission will then present an opinion to the Executive Committee of the Federation, who will make the final decision. The Executive Committee meets approximately every nine months.  Obviously, the applicant can help by responding promptly if it proves necessary to request further information from the applicant. Under certain circumstances, the Bureau may admit members, and this may shorten the process.

6| 
FICPI members rely on other FICPI members to be trustworthy in both professional and financial matters. Article 7 of the Statutes requires all applicants expressly to declare that they will abide by all provisions of the Statutes, Rules and Code of Professional Conduct. We specifically direct your attention to Article 9.B.1.c of the Statutes and to Rules 3, 6, 8, 8 bis and 9 of the Code of Professional Conduct.
BASIC PERSONAL DATA
	Surname (family name):
	     

	First (or given name(s)):
	     

	Are you:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Male
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Female

	Date of birth:
	     
	Nationality:
	     


	Address of business (street address and postal address at which you can be reached for business purposes; identification of the firm under whose name you practise, if applicable)
	[image: image1.png]



You may provide a photograph if you wish in this space.

	Firm:
	     
	

	Street Address 1:
	     
	

	Street Address 2:
	     
	

	City:
	     
	

	Postcode:
	     
	

	Country:
	     
	

	
	

	Telephone number:
	     
	Telecopier number:
	     

	Email address:
	     
	Website:
	     


NAMING OF REFERENCES
	Important: Read Paragraph 4 concerning References.

	Please give the name and address of at least two to five members of FICPI who know you professionally and personally, and who may therefore presumably express an opinion on your honourable character, morality and professional ability. The references must come from different offices and should preferably come from different countries or regions having their own IP office, other than the applicant’s country, and be practising in areas where a majority of FICPI members practice such as Europe, North America, Australia or Japan.

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


QUESTIONNAIRE
	1|  What higher schools or universities have you attended, and what degrees have you obtained in what years?

	     

	2|  What is your additional formal education, if any, concerning IP protection?

	     

	3|  Give a short résumé (curriculum vitae) of your professional occupations/positions with particular emphasis on their relationship to the skills required by an IP practitioner.  Please indicate the name of any firms in which you have been practising as an IP practitioner in private practice.

	     

	4|  Do you presently have any professional activity other than as an IP practitioner in private practice? In the affirmative, please identify all such other activities.

	     

	5|  Approximately what share of your total working time do you devote to your private practice in:

	patent matters?
	     
	trade mark matters?
	     

	other IP matters?
	     
	Management of the practice
	     

	6|  If you are presently practising the profession in a firm:

	Who are the owners (the partners, the principals, the shareholders) of the firm? Please indicate whether any of the owners are not qualified IP practitioners and whether any such owner or owners may exercise control over the firm. 

	     

	Are you an owner (partner or shareholder taking a part of your income from the net profit of the firm)?  If so, since when have you had this status?

	     

	Are you authorised to sign for the firm in professional matters?

	     

	Do you in principle (i.e. apart from any contractual restrictions limited in time) have the right to leave the firm and set up your own practice in the country in which you presently practise, and to represent foreign clients before an authority granting IP rights valid in this country, in respect of:

	Patent matters? 

	     

	Trademark matters? 

	     

	7|  Do you and your practice or firm render IP services predominantly in a habitual and remunerated manner?

	     

	8|  Are you and your practice or firm free to refuse any professional retainer, and to accept any professional retainer that does not violate normal ethical standards of the profession?

	     

	9|  Are you and your practice or firm dependent on any authority granting IP rights?

	     

	10|  Is your practice or firm dependent on one particular client or only a small number of clients?

	     

	11|  Can the Government exercise management control over your practice or firm?

	     

	12|  Do you regard yourself as a fully independent IP practitioner? Please state any factual circumstances, in addition to those mentioned in your response to questions 6 to 11, which may be relevant to the assessment of your independence. If necessary, use the space for answering question 20, if available, or a separate sheet.

	     

	13|  How many IP practitioners and staff, respectively, are there in your practice or firm?

	     

	14|  In your country, are there at least four other practices or firms rendering private practice IP services in an habitual and remunerated manner and being free to accept or reject any professional retainer, from which foreign applicants and colleagues can choose?

	     

	15|  In your country, is there an Official Register of persons entitled to practise before the IP Office? If so, are you listed on that Register?

	     

	From which date were you listed?

	     

	16|  What are the qualifications required to be enrolled on that Register.

	     

	Is there an Official Title that may be used by the registered persons only?

	     

	17|  Is there any qualifying examination administered either by the Government or by a professional body?

	     

	If so, have you passed this examination?

	     

	18|  In your country, is there an association of IP practitioners in private practice?

	     

	If so, please name it and indicate whether you are a member and what class of membership you hold, if applicable.

	     

	19|  Of what IP associations (other than specified above) inside or outside your country are you a member? Identify class of membership and any committees you have served on in these associations.

	     

	20|  Do you want to volunteer any further remarks? See the third paragraph of the information on page 1 of the application form.  Feel free to use a further sheet, if necessary.

	     


DECLARATION

As required by Article 7 of the Statutes of the Federation, I hereby expressly declare that I have acquainted myself with the Statutes and Rules of the Federation as well as its Code of Professional Conduct, and that I shall abide by the provisions thereof.  I also declare that to the best of my knowledge the information given above is accurate.

	Signature:
	

	City and Country:
	     

	Date:
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